BMC Psychiatry

BioMed Central

Open Access

Oral presentation

Epidemiology and models of care for mentally disordered prisoners
in Europe – the EUPRIS study
Hans Joachim Salize* and Harald Dressing
Address: Central Institute of Mental Health, J5, 68159 Mannheim, Germany
* Corresponding author

from WPA Thematic Conference. Coercive Treatment in Psychiatry: A Comprehensive Review
Dresden, Germany. 6–8 June 2007
Published: 19 December 2007
BMC Psychiatry 2007, 7(Suppl 1):S17

doi:10.1186/1471-244X-7-S1-S17

<supplement> <title> <p>World Psychiatric Association (WPA) Thematic Conference. Coercive Treatment in Psychiatry: A Comprehensive Review</p> </title> <editor>Thomas W Kallert, John Monahan, Juan E Mezzich</editor> <note>Meeting abstracts – A single PDF containing all abstracts in this Supplement is available <a href="http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/pdf/1471-244X-7-S1-full.pdf">here</a>.</note> <url>http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/pdf/1471-224X-7-S1-info.pdf</url> </supplement>

This abstract is available from: http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-244X/7/S1/S17
© 2007 Salize and Dressing; licensee BioMed Central Ltd.

More than 9.25 million people are held in penal institutions throughout the world at the moment, with rapidly
increasing numbers. Strengthening the competence of
mental health care services for prison inmates is an issue
of major concern. However, this field is widely neglected
by health services research internationally. Research activities are scarce even for the most basic indicators (psychiatric prevalence, care offers, services, number of
professionals). Evidence is much too poor to identify care
approaches which may serve as models of good practice.
This EU funded study aimed at assessing available administrative data on prison mental health care and psychiatric
prevalence of prisoners from 25 European countries.
Results show that mostly non-standardized data that is
available allows for describing responsibilities, assessment procedures or general concepts of prison mental
health care. However, identifying actual bed capacities,
the size of treatment programs or the number of professionals available for mentally disordered prisoners is prevented by a most common but seldom quantified
involvement of general psychiatry into prison mental
health care. For the same reason, prevalence rates of mental disorders in prison are available only from a small
minority of countries. As a conclusion, efforts should be
directed to define standardized indicators for prison mental health and prison mental health care that should be
agreed upon by all European countries and implemented
into national health or juridical reporting systems.
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